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Editor’s Note:
Memories of where San Jose State
University students were on Sept. 11,
2001, are as diverse as this campus.
The following is a sample of some of
those experiences answering the question commonly asked when speaking
about the terrorist attacks from five
years ago: Where were you?
Visit www.thespartandaily.com for
more student reactions.
— C.B.

“I felt that, how could this
happen to us? Weʼre America.
… Weʼre the strongest, the
brightest country. …
I just kind of watched … as the
events unfolded and prayed,
at the time, that everything in
the families of the people that
were lost would be OK.”
— Lee Brooks
“I was getting ready, and my
mom came in my room, and
Iʼve never seen my mom so
scared in my life. ...
I remember the whole day
was just a really surreal feeling. Everyone at school didnʼt
know what was going on, and
in all of our classes, we only
watched the TV, and by the
end of the day, we just were
completely bafﬂed by the
situation.”
— Hilary Clevenger,
psychology
“When I saw the images, I was
really shocked that something
like that had happened here.”
— Alberto Gutierrez,
A.S. President
“Thatʼs when I saw the second
tower go down live, and I was
kind of speechless. I didnʼt
know what to think about it.
...
At the time, I just didnʼt think
anything like this was possible
in the United States.
— Benjamin Dresher,
A.S. director of student
resource affairs
“And then I saw this other
plane come. It looked like a
toy just coming down and it
hit the other tower. ...
It was unbelievable. I canʼt tell
you how I felt. My stomach
was queasy like butterﬂies
and just thinking of who was
in there and what was going
to happen. It was one of the
worst things Iʼve seen before.”
— Eduardo Contreras,
nursing

Walk-on football player
returns to SJSU from Iraq
By Greg Lydon
Daily Senior Staff Writer

PHOTOS BY NEAL WATERS / DAILY SENIOR STAFF

Members of the San Jose Fire Department stand at parade rest in front of Fire Station 1 on Market Street after having marched from St. Joseph’s
Cathedral Basilica downtown. The fire department memorial service consisted of a full Mass and a march led by a traditional pipe and drum band to
Fire Station 1 for the ringing of the fire department bell.

Honoring the fallen

Local firefighters gather in remembrance for morning commemoration service in San Jose
By Tyanne Roberts
Daily Staff Writer

Bagpipes and the sound of drums echoed over
the silence of firefighters, police, members of the
City Council and friends of the community as
they stood in silence inside St. Joseph’s Cathedral Basilica in downtown San Jose on Monday,
the fifth-year anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001.
“People of ethics, goodwill and creeds must
continue to honor those of Sept. 11, 2001,” said
Rabbi Leslie Alexander, one of the opening
speakers of the event.
The Sept. 11 Memorial Mass and the ringing of the bell ceremony held at San Jose Fire
Station 1 was conducted to commemorate and
remember all those who gave their lives in the
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, according
to information provided by the San Jose Fire
Department.
see SERVICE, page 3

San Jose Fire Department Deputy Chief Dana Reed listens as the fire department
bell is rung four times to signify that those who lost their lives on Sept. 11, 2001, have
completed their shifts.

SJSU campus officials see few security changes
By Ryan Berg
Daily Staff Writer

Ever since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, one of the major
issues on some people’s minds
has been safety.
“You’re always in a confusion. When something happens, a second time is always
possible,” said Ravjot Dhaliwal,
graduate student in civil engineering.
However, distance may make
some feel as if certain events
will not greatly affect us.

According to University Police Sgt. Mike Santos, nothing
was changed in terms of campus security policies or procedures on account of Sept. 11.
Santos said it wasn’t likely to
change unless something happened at San Jose State University.
According to Santos, so far,
SJSU has not had to deal with
any kind of real terrorist threat.
“We’ve occasionally had
some bomb threats, but the investigation has never shown a

link to terrorists,” Santos said.
And the same goes for the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Joint
Library, which has never had
any kind of major security issue, according to Jacob Sung,
a security officer for the King
Library.
“Once, somebody reported
a suspicious box, but it turned
out to be nothing,” Sung said.
“It’s good that people take the
initiative in reporting these
things though.”
SJSU Events Operations

Standing on the sidelines of a football
field with 30,000 people screaming is the
realization of a dream come true for San
Jose State University football player David
Sullivan.
Sullivan never saw the field Saturday,
but he didn’t care. It was a day where he
was back close to the game he loved, football.
It’s a place that a couple years ago that
he could only think about, halfway across
the world fighting in the United States’ war
on terror.
After Sept. 11, Sullivan, an 18-year-old
freshman at SJSU at the time, wanted to do
something. He said he was in shock of the
events that took place.
The self-admitted “extremist” wanted to
go to Iraq to fight.
“My cousin was in the marines at the
time in Afghanistan. He kind of inspired
me to join and help,” Sullivan said. “I told
the recruiter I wanted to go to Iraq to fight.
I didn’t want a desk job or something
else.”
Sullivan was a first-team all-league at
Valley Christian High School in San Jose
and wanted to play football at SJSU.
Before the 2001 football season, the
Spartans were going through a coaching
change and Sullivan, the local recruit, got
lost in the shuffle.
“Football didn’t work out in the fall of
’01, and I just knew I needed to do this
sooner than later,” Sullivan said. “Football
would be there for me when I’m done, I always believed that.”
see SULLIVAN, page 6

Manager Tom McMorrow said
that since he has been working for the Event Center, there
have been no major security
issues at their events, such
as concerts and basketball
games.
“We have an emergency procedure, just as the campus has
an emergency procedure, to
deal with threats,” McMorrow
said.
According to McMorrow,
see SECURITY, page 3

Safety
David Sullivan recently
completed
two tours of
duty in Iraq.
He is now a
sophomore
majoring in
psychology.
NEAL WATERS / DAILY SENIOR STAFF

Academic Integrity Week aims Muslim students cope with 9/11 fallout
to combat plagiarism, cheating
By Stefanie Chase

Daily Staff Writer

By Mary Beth Hislop

Daily Staff Writer
Avid television viewers of “The Simpsons” may recall an episode where Bart
manipulated his D report card to read
straight A’s. Bart wanted to go to Camp
Krusty that summer, and D’s wouldn’t get
him there.
Bart’s father moaned when he saw the
card.
“You must think I’m pretty stupid, boy,”

Homer told Bart. “A D turns into a B so
easily. You just got greedy.”
This type of cheating is a little unsophisticated for today’s tech-savvy student,
so students have created new ways to score
better grades.
“The Internet makes it easy,” Judicial
Affairs Chief Debra Griffith said.
In an attempt to combat this attitude
see WEEK, page 3

While the events of Sept. 11, 2001, have
changed the lives of many Americans,
whether they lost a loved one or now have
to deal with increased security measures, at
least one group has dealt with the tragedy
more than others.
Muslims in the United States have been
the victims of crimes as the result of anger
or suspicion, said Abdul Awadalla, former
president of the Muslim Students Association at San Jose State University.
“We’re just being watched,” Awadalla

said. “Everything we do,
how we respond, what we
do in the world.”
Awadalla added that
the women have it harder
than the males since they
are “usually much easier to
spot.”
ABDUL AWADALLA
Sameena Usman, the
public relations coordinator for the Council
on American-Islamic Relations for the Bay
Area, said her organization deals with cases
see MUSLIMS, page 4
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QUOTE OF THE DAY:

The only medicine for suffering, crime and all the other woes of mankind,
is wisdom.
— Thomas Huxley

CRUNCH TIME

Personal reactions to the infamous events of September 11
It seemed like a strange movie, watching CNN just
after 6 a.m. on Sept. 11, 2001. The towers were burning, and video looped of the second plane plunging
into the side of the north tower.
My sister had woken me up saying that some one
had crashed a plane into one of the World Trade
Center towers. It was too absurd to comprehend. I
remember telling her that it was probably just a small,
private plane — certainly not a commercial 747.
So I turned on my television and was awoken to
the horror. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. How
in the world could something like this be happening?
When the towers eventually came down, I wasn’t
sure what to think.
My first reaction, since I had not been to New
York City since I was a baby, was that I would never
be able to see those monuments to America’s economic might.
I felt cheated and saddened that I had not taken a
trip to New York earlier.
My second reaction was for revenge.
“War!” I shouted in a whisper, not wanting my
sister to hear me. “War!”
Less than one hour after the first plane struck,
I was pleading for the United States to wipe some
country off the face of the Earth.
My next reaction was a little more personal: My father was in Arizona and I was hearing that all planes
in U.S. airspace were being grounded. My sister and I
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both wondered how he was going to get home.
Neither of us was certain how long it would be
before we would see him again.
But that morning, there were still other things to
worry about. We still had to get to school and the rest
of our day.
The car ride to my high school
was quiet. The radio was tuned to
the news station, or rather, the station was playing the news, and we
sat in silence.
Sept. 11, 2001, left everyone in
shock, and it became more apparent
when we got to school.
Everyone was abuzz with the
CHEETO BARRERA
latest reports about the attacks. We
asked each other questions and
we gave answers that were pure conjecture and only
partly true. But then again, accurate information
would not come for a few more hours.
How many planes had been hijacked?
Were there four?
Were there six?
Were there more?
No one had a real answer.
Classes were completely disrupted.
The teachers, who themselves were in shock, tuned
to the news for the latest updates.
Later in the day, my focus changed. I was the news

Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development
The Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development will be hosting a student workshop
on “How to minimize the risk of plagiarism” from
noon to 1 p.m. in the Ohlone room of the
Student Union. For more information, contact
Elizabeth Ugarte at (408) 924-5985.
Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development
The Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development will be hosting a student workshop
on “How to write an academic scholarly paper”
from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Ohlone room of the Student
Union. For more information, contact Elizabeth
Ugarte at (408) 924-5985.
Art of Living Club
The Art of Living Club is holding a yoga breath
seminar from noon to 1 p.m. in the Montalvo room
of the Student Union. For more information, contact Purvi Gajjar at (510) 386-5704 or e-mail
g.purvi@gmail.com.
School of Art and Design
Tuesday night lecture series with guest Patricia
Moore “The Inclusive Design Agenda: A Global
Challenge” from 5 to 6 p.m. in the Art building,
room 133. For more information, contact Jo Farb
Hernandez at (408) 924-4328.
School of Art and Design
Student Galleries Art Reception in Galleries 2,
3, 5, 8, Herbert Sanders and Black Gallery viewing
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Art building and Industrial
Studies building. For more information, contact
gallery office at (408) 924-4330.
Identifying Entrepreneurial Opportunities
Come listen to speakers as they discuss how
they came up with their business ideas and became
social entrepreneurs from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Dr.
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to a San Francisco 49ers’ game a couple weeks later.
Departing planes from the San Francisco airport
had to make an abrupt u-turn adjacent to the stadium.
My dad, who ended up driving back from Arizona
with other people from his work, and I couldn’t help
but hold our breaths each time a commercial jet flew
near us.
Now five years later, memories of that time are
fading, but certain images, sounds and feelings
remain.
I will never forget watching those towers coming
down, knowing full well that thousands of people
were in those buildings.
Many things have changed five years later — some
for the good, much for the bad.
Sept. 11, 2001, was a national tragedy.
When it occurred, we all said that the world has
changed forever, and it has. So on this sad anniversary, let’s forget what the day has come to mean and
remember those who died — they are the ones the
day is truly about.

Cheeto Barrera is the Spartan Daily executive editor. “Crunch Time” appears every Tuesday.

GUEST COLUMN
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta
Guide information online. Visit our Web site at
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also submit
information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members.The deadline for entries is
noon, three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submissions. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received.

TODAY

editor of the student paper and we had yet to produce
our first publication, plans for which now had to be
scrapped.
Our focus changed from us being shocked, to
documenting students being shocked.
During the week that we had before we went to
print, we found students who had some connection
to the attacks, or were affected particularly by the
terrorists.
We found a girl who was on her way back from
Italy and was diverted to Canada, and a boy who had
family in New York City, including a police officer.
After the day was over, the reality of the entire
situation sunk in.
Thousands of people had been killed in the worst
single-day attack since Pearl Harbor, and the largest
loss of life because of an attack on the U.S. mainland
since the Civil War.
Television stations played round-the-clock coverage of the rescue efforts, which later turned to a grim
clean-up operation.
But for all the coverage and realization that things
would never be the same, perhaps the weirdest thing
during that time was how quiet the skies were.
There were no planes in the air, no helicopters,
nothing.
And after flights resumed, the sight and sound of
planes in the air was eerie.
Nowhere was this more evident than when I went

Martin Luther King Jr. Joint Library. For more
information, contact Anu Basu at (408) 924-3593.
WEDNESDAY
Tuesday Night Lecture Series
Attend a lecture presented by Patricia Moore
titled “The Inclusive Design Agenda – A Global
Challenge” from 5 to 6 p.m. in the Art building,
room 133. For more information, contact Jo Farb
Hernandez at (408) 924-4328.
Associated Students
The Associated Students Board of Directors
encourage students and staff to attend meetings at
3 p.m. in the Ohlone room of the Student Union.
For more information, contact Jessica Hernandez at
(408) 924-6410 or e-mail jhernandez@as.sjsu.edu.
Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development
The Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development will be hosting Socrates Cafe from 3
to 4 p.m. in the Pacifica room of the Student Union.
For more information, contact Elizabeth Ugarte at
(408) 924-5985.
Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development
The Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development will be hosting a faculty only student
information panel at noon to 1:30 p.m. in the
Pacifica room of the Student Union. For more
information, contact Elizabeth Ugarte at (408)
924-5985.
Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development
The Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development will be hosting a student workshop
on “How to minimize the risk of plagiarism” from
noon to 1 p.m. in the Ohlone room of the
Student Union. For more information, contact
Elizabeth Ugarte at (408) 924-5985.
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History was made five years ago
and I was playing video games
My sister woke me up that morning in shock. She
began pointing to the television screen in my living
room where I had passed out.
She told me what had happened to the World
Trade Center towers and we kept watching more and
more of the news coverage. Then, during the live coverage of the incident, we both saw another plane fly
into one of the towers. I couldn’t believe my eyes.
I had never seen anything like
that and never thought something
like that could be happening. Each
tower had a plane crash into it,
blowing up instantly.
In my head I was thinking,
“Wow, why are they doing this?”
At the time my reaction was
MICHAEL GESLANI
nonchalant. At that point I figured
I’d get up, finally get ready, and head
out to school since I had class at noon.
After finally finding parking in one of the garages, I headed out to the Student Union, since I had
enough time to grab a meal. As I moved on past the
event center, massive amounts of people came walking from different directions of campus.
At the time, the newly renovated Clark Hall was
still the library and students came pouring out from
there and the Student Union.
A friend explained that classes were being cancelled for the day. He told me that in the Student
Union, there was a television out for people to watch
what had happened that morning at the World Trade
Center towers, until they announced that classes were
canceled and everyone headed home instead.
You could hear people talking about what had
happened that morning and some people were still
wondering what was going on.
I had psychology that day; I barely was a freshman
at the time and it was only a couple of weeks into my
first semester. I didn’t know what to do for the rest of

the day so I stuck around by the Seventh Street garage
near Duncan Hall. All the garages were filled with
cars leaving from the top to bottom.
It was chaos.
On campus it became quiet, with only a few
people walking to the garages or heading off campus.
There was a person on the San Salvador Street, where
the exit for the Seventh Street garage is, helping cars
move along because of all the congestion. It probably took a good half hour for most cars to leave the
garage because it was so packed.
At the time, I thought it was cool because it was a
free day to relax, but I never realized what kind of day
in history it would become. I was being young, naïve
and cared more about classes being cancelled for the
remainder of the day and wondered if class would be
in session the following day.
There was too much congestion in the garages for
me to leave campus right away and I didn’t feel it was
worth the time to leave yet. People were fighting their
way out of the garage so I decided to give a cousin,
who lived by, a call.
I ended up playing video games the rest of the day
because he couldn’t receive any stations on his television for us to watch more coverage. I never stopped
to realize that it was a day to put in history books and
where kids in the future would be learning about it.
Later that day, I passed by to finally get my car and
the garages were empty except for people who lived
on campus or just happened to leave their cars. I had
an empty feeling just being on campus.
It wasn’t until days later that I realized what had
happened, but I still remember what went on that day
on campus and when I left. Now I can tell my future
kids that I was playing video games without realizing
the pain people were suffering in New York.
Michael Geslani is a Spartan daily staff writer.
Guest columns appear Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
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SERVICEBells mark
anniversary
Continued from page 1

“Today is a good time to look back
on the events that took place,” said
San Jose Police Officer Scott Cornfield, who took part in the march.
Members of the community
and public safety officers from all
over Santa Clara County gathered
after the morning Mass to march
from St. Joseph’s Cathedral to Fire
Station One three blocks away.
“The march gives members of the
community an opportunity to stop
and think a little bit. Even if you’re
not a public safety officer, the event
of Sept. 11 is something that’s hard to
forget,” Cornfield said.
Also in attendance of the memorial Mass and march were Vice
Mayor Cindy Chavez and Assemblywoman Rebecca Cohn, D-Saratoga, who partook in the march
from the cathedral to the fire station, where the ringing of the bells
took place.
“When I look at this bell, I see
honor, dedication and bravery. I
see the men and women of the San
Jose fire and police departments,”
Chavez said.
At Fire Station One, a bell was
sounded to commemorate those
who lost their lives on Sept. 11.
“Five years after Sept. 11 and
one year after Katrina’s lessons
have been learned, and heroes were
in both,” Cohn said.
With the sound of bagpipes
playing “Amazing Grace” and the
echo of the bells dissipating in the
afternoon air, the firefighters, police officers and their family members broke rank after the ceremony
to proceed to a reception where all
the proceeds went to benefit the
San Jose Fire Museum.
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SECURITY- Students see few interruptions

Continued from page 1

an organization known as the International Association of Assembly Managers has
formed communities since Sept. 11 to create
guidelines on dealing with terrorist threats
at events.
Security and police forces are doing what
they can to keep students and civilians safe,
but do those people feel safe, five years later?
“No, actually, because of the hype. Everything seems blown up. I don’t feel comfort-

able with too much security,” said Walter
Chan, a sophomore majoring in business
administration.
“I feel threatened by the government,” said
Perry Uzunogha, a junior majoring in animation and illustration. “I don’t like the government’s restrictions and invasions of privacy.”
Communication studies professor Federico Varona feels the same.
“We have generated more threats, more
enemies because of the war,” Varona said.
Not everyone, however, feels threatened

at the moment.
“Since then, it’s been less chaotic, it feels
more secure,” said Joe Merlitti, a junior majoring in music.
“I think it feels the same even after Sept.
11,” said Jimmy Lam, a senior majoring in
animation and illustration also. “It didn’t really affect me.”
Lam said it is important to not let the fear
take hold of your life.
“If you worry about it, you’re just going
to dig a hole for yourself,” Lam said.

“I think it feels the
same, even after
Sept. 11. It didn’t
really affect me.”
—Jimmy Lam,
animation and
illustration major

WEEK- Several discussion panels, workshops planned
Continued from page 1

and educate students, several SJSU
departments and clubs are cosponsoring the Third Annual Academic Integrity Week, Sept. 11 to
14, with scheduled workshops designed to teach students what plagiarism is, how to write a scholarly
paper or just discuss if integrity
even matters.
“I really feel that the campus
community is dealing with the
problem,” Griffith said. “The University is not taking this lightly
anymore.”
Cheating and plagiarizing are
on the rise at San Jose State University.
According to statistics from
the Office of Student Conduct and
Ethical Development, there were
210 reported cases for academic
integrity violations for the 200506 school year. Seventy-one of
those violations were for cheating,
139 for plagiarism.
In 2004-05, the total was 189,
and in 2003-04, there were 165
violations
Ten years ago, academic integrity violations totaled 55.
“I’ve never cheated, never stole,

nothing like that,” said SJSU student Courtney Moreland. “The
whole point is to challenge yourself and to learn.”
Although Moreland said she
doesn’t cheat, she said she knows
people who do.
“I don’t get angry or anything,
but … what goes around comes
around,” Moreland said.
A June 2005 report from the
Center for Academic Integrity
revealed that 77 percent of students surveyed believe that cut
and paste plagiarizing from the
Internet is not a significant issue.
Cheating is not just confined to
this campus.
The center’s report noted that
70 percent of the students at most
colleges have admitted to some
cheating. Students who admitted to collaborating with other
students when expressly forbidden by instructor rose from 11
percent in 1963 to 49 percent in
1993.
The report also said that a
school with honor codes has a
one-third to one-half lower incidence of cheating compared
with schools without an honor
code.

In 2001, 48 students were expelled from the University of Virginia for cheating, according to a
CNN News report. The university
has one of the oldest honor codes
in the country.
If students are caught cheating
at SJSU, Griffith said they aren’t
automatically expelled like they
are at the University of Virginia.
“We don’t have that,” Griffith
said. “Otherwise, what would be
the point of having this department?”
Counseling major Andy Nguyen admitted that he cheated in elementary school.
“But not here,” Nguyen said. “I’d
never do it here.”
Griffith attributes cheating as
learned behavior from the exam-

“I really feel that the
campus community is
dealing with
the problem.”
—Debra Griffith,
judicial affairs chief

ples in the media and corporate
scandals like Enron.
Griffith described an episode of
“Survivor” where one of the contestants lies that his grandfather
had died to get sympathy and an
edge over the others.
“This is what they’re learning,”
Griffith said.
In his article “A Nation of
Cheaters,” Santa Clara University ethics professor Kirk O.
Hanson said that cheating can
be found in all parts of American culture.
“Former Tyco CEO Dennis Kozlowski sends paintings he bought
to a New Hampshire address to
cheat New York state out of the
sales tax,” Hanson said. “Collegebound students cheat on the SAT

tests. … Athletes cheat by using
performance-enhancing drugs.
… Successful authors cheat by appropriating others’ writing as their
own.”
Moreland said she figures that
those who cheat in school could
also cheat in their careers.
“It may go on,” Moreland said.
“They think they can get away
with it, so they’ll do it again.”
Hanson said cheaters need to
be punished.
“We need to support efforts to
control cheating,” Hanson said. “If
someone is caught cheating, support strong penalties.”
Remember Bart’s bad grades
and the failed attempt to trick his
father? Homer still allowed Bart to
go to Camp Krusty.
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Airport passenger
Speaker to recount WWII internment
safety tops Homeland
Security priority list
By Kelli Downey

Daily Staff Writer

By Kelli Downey
Daily Staff Writer

The attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
encouraged changes to be made to
prevent another act of terrorism.
The government created the new
Department of Homeland Security and Transportation Security
Administration shortly after the
attacks.
“They (the department) definitely achieved one extremely important aim which is to re-instill
confidence in the traveling public,”
said Doron Pely, vice president
publications and editor-in-chief
for Homeland Security Research
Corporation. “Without that, civilization would have suffered enormous damage.”
The Department of Homeland
Security was created in November
2002. The three primary missions
of the department are to: prevent
terrorist attacks in the United
States, reduce the United States
vulnerability to terrorism and to
minimize damage from potential
attacks and natural disasters, according to the department’s Web
site.
During the past three years since
the department was created, “Their
efficiency improved and they were
deployed and operated in record
time,” Pely said. “That’s a significant success.”
In addition to the creation of
the Department of Homeland
Security, the Transportation Security Administration was also
formed to help prevent terrorism.
“The biggest impact on our airport and airports nationwide is
the start up of the TSA,” said Rich
Dressler, Mineta San Jose International Airport spokesman. “Because of them, there’s been a greater security.”
The Transportation Security
Administration was created in November 2001. Their mission is to
prevent terrorist attacks and protect the U.S. transportation network, according to the agency’s
Web site.
The agency replaced private security companies with a federal
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agency that now screen all baggage. Prior to the agency, checked
luggage was not screened for explosives.
“Security has gotten better at
all airports,” Dressler said. “We
have 100 percent screening of all
checked baggage.”
Changes at airports have increased the time it takes for each
person to get through screening.
For some travelers, it has become
more of a burden since Sept. 11.
“It’s real frustrating to stand in
line forever,” said Reshma Kamath,
a San Jose State University senior
double majoring in global studies and psychology. “It is a bit of a
hassle and inconvenience that you
have to go through all of the security.”
Another traveler, who travels as
much now as she did before, dislikes the hassle with screening.
“It has become more inconvenient and uncomfortable with all
of the screening,” said Vanessa de
los Reyes, an SJSU senior majoring
in global studies.
Despite longer lines and heightened security, some travelers have
not changed their opinions regarding airplane traveling.
“My feelings haven’t changed
about traveling,” said de los Reyes,
who travels two or three times a
year. “I think people in general
are more paranoid, skeptical, but
nothing has affected me personally.”
Some travelers have continued
to feel safe while flying.
“Usually I feel safe, but there is
always that thought that maybe,
what if,” said Kamath, who recently
traveled to India.
According to Dressler, everyone receives the same treatment
at all airports. All travelers now
are required to take off their
shoes and put them through the
X-ray because of the liquid bomb
plot, in which terrorists planned
to mix chemicals with a gel-like
substance to create a powerful explosive that could be ignited, last
month.
“The biggest benefit for a traveler is predictability,” Dressler said.

Engineering

Graduate

Katsumi Hikido was attending
UC Berkeley when he was ordered
to relocate, first to an assembly
center, then to a Gila, Ariz., internment camp. Hikido was only 17
years old when he was relocated.
Being interned was a difficult experience Hikido said, even though
Japanese-Americans were never
physically abused at the camps.
“Being uprooted from your
home and being confined behind
barbed wire is a bad experience,”
Hikido said. “It was a loss of our
freedom and ability to make a living. Most of our … sufferings were
spiritual and mental primarily.”
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the Executive Order No.
9066 in February 1942. This authorized the evacuation of residents of
Japanese descent and other persons
away from the West Coast to be
placed in internment camps.
Depending on the ages of the
Japanese-Americans who were relocated, there may have been different effects on the internees.
“I am sure it affected people in
different ways because people went
in at different times of their lives,”
said Alice Hikido, Hikido’s wife.
Hikido stayed at the camp for a
year while his family stayed there
until the war ended. Hikido was

allowed to leave and attend college
as long as he found a university
that accepted him, Fenn College
in Cleveland, Ohio, accepted him.
After nine months in college,
Hikido was drafted into the army.
Originally,
Japanese-Americans
were classified as enemy aliens,
but their citizenships were later restored. Hikido was glad that he was
assigned into the all-Japanese 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, because
those soldiers were reclassified.
“In a way, I was kind of glad
that I was given that opportunity,”
Hikido said.
During his military expedition,
Hikido’s legs were shattered, and
he spent two and a half years recovering in a hospital.
Despite being wounded, Hikido said he is glad he had the military experience to help bridge his
identity. During the war, the Japanese-American soldiers had to
choose if they are either Japanese
or American.
“I am glad I had the military experience, because it helped me know
who I am as a Japanese-American,”
Hikido said. “When the country
makes you choose are you this or
that, and you are both, it makes a
void. You have to sort of deny a part
of who you are. I was glad I was able
to restore that void.”
Hikido said he appreciates

Continued from page 1

of discrimination on a daily basis.
Usman said members of the Muslim community call the council to
report acts of “harassment, violence
and discriminatory treatment.”
Usman said after each call is received, members of the council investigate the claims further to find
out what happened.
According to the council’s Web
site, “CAIR’s mission is to enhance
understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties,
empower American Muslims, and
build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding.”
“Because of 9/11, that is why I
work for CAIR,” Usman said.
Since then, Usman said she
wanted to be more active in the
community.
“I think since 9/11, things have
really changed,” Usman said. “…

Programs

• Master and Ph.D. Degrees
• Professional Certificates
• Open University
Courses are delivered early mornings,
evenings, and weekends. Applications are
accepted four times a year.
“The Georgetown of the West Coast” - New York Times

Phone: 408-554-4313
Email: GradEngineer@scu.edu
Web: www.scu.edu/engineering/graduate

Prior to 9/11, Muslims felt very
assimilated in this community.”
She added that Muslims have
handled the change in one of two
ways. Some have “retreated in
their own comfort zones,” while
others think it is more important
to show that, “Islam does not condone violence.”
Maryam Amir-Ebrahimi, current president of the Muslim
Students Association, said she
remembers a time when she was
harassed because of the scarf she
wears on her head.
Amir-Ebrahimi said she was
standing outside when some males
in a car rolled down the window
and yelled “Osama” at her.
“At that moment I realized It
doesn’t matter how I dress, I’ll always be different to them,” AmirEbrahimi said.
Amir-Ebrahimi said she was
born and raised in the United States
and considers herself as American.
“I just want people to realize that
we are them,” Amir-Ebrahimi said.
Usman said that in 2005, there
were 1,972 cases of harassment reported to the council, which it has
verified, an increase from the 2004
report of 1,522 cases.
“I think there’s actually more
than that this year,” Usman said,
comparing the 2005 report to the
reports the council will receive by
the end of this year.
Usman said various factors
contribute to the rise in reported
incidents. One of these reasons is
the “current political climate and
also some (recent) terror plots.”
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
INVESTIGATION
Received multiple issues at the
start of your magazine
subscription?
If this happened to you, please call
Karen Hindin, Girard Gibbs LLP,
toll-free at (866) 981-4800 to
discuss your experience.
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can maintain our security without
violating peoples rights. I hope it
never comes to that.”
Being relocated and placed in internment camps were unjustified.
“There was no real evidence to
justify doing this,” Alice said. “I
surely hope that would not happen again.”
The San Jose State University
men’s gymnasium, now Yoshihiro
Uchida Hall, was a place to register Japanese-Americans in 1942
before they were sent to internment camps.
The registration process at SJSU
lasted one week with approximately 500 registrants being taken
in each day, according to John Y.
Hayakawa, a volunteer translator
at SJSU during the registration.
Hayakawa was one of several
volunteers that translated English
into Japanese for fellow JapaneseAmericans.
“With the elimination of the
language barrier, everything went
fine,” Hayakawa said. “I did not
want to confuse them. I don’t recall
of any person refusing registering.”
Hikido will be a guest speaker at
10:30 a.m. today in Dwight Bentel
Hall room 213, during journalism
professor Harvey Gotliffe’s class
on press coverage of internment
and concentration camps during
World War II.

MUSLIMS- Organization claims harassment reports have increased

oin Santa Clara University’s 700 engineering graduate students for academic advancement,
professional growth, and networking. Our Programs are designed to help you master
the latest tools, applications, and technologies to meet the growth and challenges in
today’s marketplace.

Last Chance for Spring 2007!

working at the Japanese-American Museum of San Jose, where he
gets to interact with others.
Former internees enjoy discussing their experiences of the
camps with others after years have
gone by.
“For a long time, I really didn’t
want to talk about my experiences,”
Hikido said. “Now I do appreciate
the opportunity to share our story.”
His wife Alice agrees that over
the years, it is easier to inform others about their experiences.
“We never talked about it within the family,” said Alice, who was
9 years old when she was relocated. “We wanted to shut the door
on that. I think we all wanted to
move on with our lives. It seems
easier for me to talk about it now.”
Hikido hopes that by sharing
his personal story and informing
others it can help prevent a similar
occurrence.
“The public has to be informed,”
Hikido said. “When push comes to
shove and security becomes a primary concern, who knows what
will happen?”
Japanese-Americans were citizens that had their rights violated
when they were relocated.
“If it becomes a choice of my
security versus your freedom, it
is probably your freedom that will
suffer,” Hikido said. “Hopefully we

Experience England
Spring 2007 Bath Program

Take regular courses taught by SJSU Faculty.
Complete all four areas of SJSU upper division GE in one semester.
Gain practical work experience by participating in an internship.
Live with a British family in the elegant city of Bath.
Take weekly field trips to castles, cathedrals, museums and other
cultural sites, including Stonehenge and London.
Travel around the British Isles and continental Europe.

Application Deadline: Monday, October 16th

www.sjsu.edu/studyabroad/students/bath

“People have (also) been less
apprehensive to report cases,” Usman added.
Usman said that one of the cases
from 2005 involved a woman wearing Islamic clothing and an elderly
woman, who were both at a store.
The elderly woman “accosted” the
Islamic woman and told her to “go
back to her country.”
Another case from 2005 involved an East African man who
was “attained from his own home.”
He said he was forced to sign
papers he did not understand and
was deported, Usman said.
Usman added that airport officials have singled out people with
Middle Eastern sounding names
for additional security checks
“My family consistently gets
stopped at the airport because of
their last name,” Usman said.
Awadalla said there have reportedly been instances of harassment at SJSU just this month.
“One brother was spit on,”
Awadalla said.
He added that a Muslim woman was yelled at and harassed at
the university.
Amir-Ebrahimi said Sept.11
has affected her academic experience at SJSU. She said some of
the professors make assumptions
about her because she is Muslim.
She also added that she seems
to become the center of attention
whenever Sept. 11 is brought up in
her classes.
“Suddenly, I feel like everyone is
looking at me,” Amir-Ebrahimi said.
When this happens, she said she

feels like she must put on a show,
nod a little more or make a comment about the tragedy to show she
is sympathetic so others do not think
she agrees with what happened.
“I am Muslim first, but I’m also
an American,” Amir-Ebrahimi said.
Awadalla remembers seeing
posters and graffiti that said to kill
Muslims in 2001 at City College of
San Francisco.
He said it has died down, and
he is aware of mostly “isolated incidents.”
Awadalla said this could be because Sept. 11 is not the first thing
on people’s minds anymore and
that people were mainly acting
from emotions in 2001.
Usman said there are also people who are more interested in the
Muslim community since Sept. 11.
“Prior to 9/11, we did get some
interest, but nowhere near now,”
Usman said.
Amir-Ebrahimi said she tries
to educate people who are curious
about the Muslim community and
show them why she thinks the religion is so “amazing.”
“Especially after Sept. 11, I have
found myself striving to become
closer to God,” Amir-Ebrahimi said.
Awadalla said the Muslim
Students Association has a good
relationship with many of the oncampus organizations.
“A lot of people are finding out
about the truth about Islam through
our campaigns,” Usman said.
She added that people are realizing the human race has a lot
more in common than not.

Week of Sept. 12 — ART IN THE AREA
FRIDAY:
Pacific Art Collective’s COLLABO at 8 p.m.
— Avalon Nightclub & Gallery, 777 Lawrence
Expressway, Santa Clara; 21+ w/ID; Tickets:
$18 pre-sale/$22 day of show

ONGOING:
San Jose Museum of Art
— Current Exhibitions: Jennifer Steinkamp
(July 1 to Oct. 1) and Kathy Aoki: “The Cult of
the Cute” (June 10 to Sept. 24)

A&E

Works; 30 N. Third St.
— Current Exhibition: “American Seven”
(Aug. 22 to Sept. 16)
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Filmmakers capture the Sept. 11 attacks with reel perspective
By Heather Driscoll
Daily Staff Writer
Five years after the Sept. 11 attacks,
the truth remains more prominent than
any artist’s, film director’s or producer’s
attempt to re-create it and the audience’s
desire to relive it.
From Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit
9/11” to Paul Greengrass’ “United 93,” the
probation against taking on the tragedy
has suddenly vanished, at least for filmmakers and writers.
No action-packed thriller could possibly compare to a real plane with real
passengers crashing into the World Trade
Center, yet some seem to be torn between
wanting to know the truth about Sept. 11
and the fear of being reminded too closely
of it, according to Chelsi Limur, a San Jose
State University junior majoring in political science.
“I feel as though the government deceived us and kept secrets,” Limur said.
“That’s why I’m glad people like Michael
Moore are making these documentaries to
inform the public and let us decide what
the truth is. But at the same time, when
I saw ‘World Trade Center,’ I got up and
left during the middle of it. … I couldn’t

take it, I felt I was reliving (the attacks) all
over again.”
“Fahrenheit 9/11,” one of the most controversial Sept. 11 movies, took the public
inside the war in Iraq and took a deeper
look at the Bush administration’s actions
in the aftermath of the events of Sept. 11.
Robert Gliner, an award-winning documentary filmmaker and sociology professor at SJSU, thinks that it was appropriate
and in the public’s best interest to make
such movies and documentaries.
“Before and right around 9/11, there
was a lot of cover up on the Bush administration’s knowledge, therefore people
wanted to uncover the truth and share it
with the world, which is why documentaries have gotten more popular since the
attacks,” Gliner said. “After all we have invested in this Iraq war, it helps to inform
the public and let them know what’s going
on through movies and documentaries.”
Within days of the attacks, predictions
were made that many people were going
to turn away anything that had to do with
terrorism and that movies containing violence were canceled, according to Caryn
James, TV critic for the New York Times.
James said the predictions were wrong.
“For instance, the Arnold Schwar-

zenegger film ‘Collateral Damage’ was
canceled right afterwards and people were
saying that it would never be released,
but it ended up coming out shortly after,”
James said.
However, the low box-office gross for
“World Trade Center,” ranking number
four, and “United 93,” ranking number six,
proved that many people were not ready
to relive the Sept. 11 attacks, according
to Paul Dergarabedian, president of
box-office tracker Exhibitor Relations.
“If you’re looking to green-light
a movie, you don’t look at a movie
based on Sept.11 and say, ‘This is
going to be a huge blockbuster hit,’”
Dergarabedian said. “Sept. 11 movies are not about box office. If you’re
going to make them, you have to
keep the budgets in line and they
better be pretty solid.”
But some think, perhaps the
movies reside on a heavy graphic
line.
Jason Murry, a sophomore majoring in communications, said that
the content of the Sept. 11 movies is
just too much to handle.
“It’s too real,” Murry said. “You

feel the pain, the grief that many people
are going through. Everyone is just trying
to move on, and with so many of these
9/11 movies coming out, it’s hard to get
past it.”
However, Dergarabedian said that
whether or not the audience disapproves,
there will still be creative minds out there
willing to take risks.
“These movies aren’t really developed

at a marketing meeting,” Dergarabedian
said. “It’s more of a creative choice on
part of filmmakers willing to tackle this
emotional subject. I don’t think there’s
anyone sitting there saying, ‘We’ve got to
make a 9/11 film.’ It’s more about visionary filmmakers. That’s how those films get
made. If Oliver Stone says he wants to do
a World Trade Center movie, who’s going
to say no?”
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cLAssIfIEds
Submit and Pay for your Classifieds Online with the convenience of a credit card. Questions on how to place your classified? Call 408.924.3277

EmploymEnt
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party rental business.
Perfect for students. Earn up to $250 every
weekend. Must have reliable truck. Heavy
lifting is req’d. Call 408 292-7876 or www.
astrojump.com
ACTION DAY NURSERY/PRIMARY PLUS
seeking Infant, Toddler & Preschool Teachers
& Aides. FT& PT positions avail. Substitute
positions are also avail that offer flex hrs. ECE
units are req’d for teacher positions but not
req’d for Aide positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Develop majors. Call Cathy for an
interview@ 244-1968 X16 or fax res. to 2487433
DAYCARE TEACHERS. K-8th school seeks
responsible individuals for extended daycare,
PT, PMs. No ECE units req’d. Previous childcare exp. a must. Please call 248-2464
ABCOM PRIVATE SECURITY Hiring: Security-All Hrs 24/7, PT/ FT. Possible Commute.
Scheduler-Eves. PT. (408)247-4827

LIfE SkILLS TRAINER

Upbeat, fun work environ. teaching basic
life skills to developmentally disabled adults
in their home and community. Flex Sched
around school FT/ PT/ NOW HIRING SJ/ E.
Bay $10-12 to start. email resume to personnel@cypressils.org or fax to 408-490-2794.
THE OLD SPAGHETTI fACTORY We are
currently hiring for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment with day & evening
shifts for responsible and energetic people.
Apply in person, 2:30 to 4:00, Mon-Wed. We
are located in San Pedro Square.
CHILDREN’S SCIENCE INSTRUCTOR Mad
Science after school programs and in school
workshops provide you with the opportunity
to work as few as two 1-hour classes, up to
several classes per week. Come join our team
and become a “Mad Scientist.” This job is a
blast!!!
www.madscience.org/southbay
RECREATION LEADERS WANTED Recreation leaders will work in the Mitchell Park
teen center, ìThe Dropî. Teen Leaders need
to be role models for Middle School Teens,
creative and willing to be a part of a dynamic
team. Leaders will supervise dances, teen activities, games, field trips and more. Hours are
afternoons 2:45-6 and some evenings available. Pay ranges from $9.15 to $11.70. Must
be over 18 years old and obtain fingerprint
and TB clearance. (650)329-2192
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are
you looking for part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well,
look no further. Corinthian Parking Services is
looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private events.
We will work around your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
ï Must have a valid California Class C license
ï Must provide a current DMV printout
ï MUST be responsible, well-groomed and
punctual.
ï MUST HAVE EXCELLENT CUSTOMER
SERVICE SKILLS.
If you qualify, please call 408-593-9612 for an
interview.
LOS GATOS SWIM & RACQUET CLUB is
currently accepting applications in the following depts: Front Desk, Fitness Staff, Childcare
& Maintenance. Must be outgoing & able to
multi-task. Good customer service skills a +.
PT-AM/PM shifts avail. Call (408) 356-2136 or
fax res to (408) 358-2593

WANTED: BEfORE & AfTER-SCHOOL
TEACHERS/ LEADERS. This is a great opp.
for anyone who enjoys working w/children. AM
& PM shifts avail. Exp. wrking w/children & 12
units in child related classes, preferred. Call
Small World Schools @408-370-2700 X. 20 or
fax res to 408-370-0505
SITTERS WANTED. $10 or more per hour.
Register FREE for jobs at www.student-sitters.com.

RECREATION LEADER

Now hiring Recreation Leaders to work in
school-age Before and After School programs.
Available shifts: 7:00am-2:30pm, 7:00am11:30am and 2:00pm-6:00pm Monday through
Friday or M/ W/ F or T/ TH. Pay ranges from
9.22/ hr.-11.32/ hr. depending upon experience. Please email your resume to Kathy
Winnovich at kathy@lgsrecreation.org or call
354-8700 ext. 245.
fOOD SERVICE/EXPRESSO BAR/HOST PT
positions avail. in S’vale restaurant. Flex Hrs.
$11.00 to start. Call Wendy@733-9331
SWIM TEACHERS Year round program. Indoor pool. Exp. with children a must. Teaching
exp. not req’d. AM/ PM/ WE shifts avail. Email
res to sdavis@avac.us
EARN $2500+ MONTHLY and more to type
simple ads online. www.dataentrytypers.com
TEACHERS/INSTRUCTORS P/ T Instructors,
elem. schools.
Degree/ Cred. NOT required.
Opportunity for teaching exp. Need Car.
VM(408) 287-4170Ext. 408
EOE/ AAE

SAN JOSE MARRIOTT VALET Hiring
Runners and Cashier for all shifts. PT/ FT
Flexible Hrs. No Exp. necessary $10-15/ hr
w/ tips. Ask for David or Jason (408)278-4485
(408)278-4485
PARTY/ADVENTURE TOUR COMPANY
needs a fun, outgoing Campus Sales Rep.
Work on Campus, earn $300+/ week. Call
(213)479-3117
SERVICE TECHNICIAN Service financial
equipment (ATM machines) in the San Jose
area on a daily route. Full time, M-F, day
and evening shifts, and part time weekend
shifts available. We require a clean DMV and
conduct full background checks. Great advancement opportunities! E-mail to fljobs08@
firstlineinc.com or fax to 916-635-5860 EOE

For rEnt
3BD-2BA-2 BLOCkS fROM
SJSU

3bd apartment with walk in closets. Great
for students/ roommates!! Great Floor Plan!
Washer & Dryers on premisis. Parking available!! Only $1,275 mo, may work with you on
the deposit!! email: sjminv@aol.com

For SalE
MATTRESSES & fURNITURE BRAND NEW:
Twin/Full-$175, Queen-$199, King-$299,
5-Pc. Bdrm. Set-$499, Sofa/Love-$499. Can
Deliver. (408) 272-7000

SErvicES

NOW HIRING! If you are looking for a job,
the SJSU Career Center can help! Register
with SpartaSystem (the Career Center’s
online career management tool) & access
over 1,400 job listings on SpartaJOBS, the
Career Center’s official job & internship bank.
It’s easy. Visit us at www.careercenter.sjsu.
edu, sign in with your tower card ID & search
SpartaJOBS! New jobs are added daily.

PROfESSIONAL EDITING for your paper
or dissertation. Experienced. Efficient. Exact.
Familiar with APA & Chicago styles. ESL is a
specialty. Grace@(831)252-1108 or Evagrace@aol.com or visit www.gracenotesediting.com

LOOkING fOR PART-TIME fITNESS/ PERSONAL TRAINERS. Excellent opp for a sports
or Kinesiology major. Some fitness exp req’d.
All shifts avail. Call Justin@650.694.7202 or
jappelquist@ymcamidpen.org

STUDENT WORk

Part-time/ Flexible schedules
$17.70 BASE - appt.
VECTOR, the company for students, has parttime openings available for customer sales/
service. The positions offer numerous unique
benefits for students, including:
ï HIGH STARTING PAY
ï FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
ï Internships possible
ï All majors may apply
ï Scholarships awarded
annually, conditions apply
ï No experience necessary
ï Training provided
Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester, or call (408) 615-1500 or
(650) 940-9400-9am-5p
workforstudents.com/ sjsu
***************************************
ON CAMPUS JOB posting flyers weekly.
Contact Chaplain@sjspirit.org. Include phone
number for call back.

Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
pHOnE:
408.924.3277
Fax:
408.924.3282
EMAIL:
classified@casa.sjsu.edu
ONLINE:

OkASAN AND ME, INC. Part Time Job. www.
okasanandme.com
Multi language program.

NEEDED CASHIERS Fun & Flexible hrs. pls
call or apply in person. 228 Barber Ct, Milpitas
inside Milpitas Square. (408)922-0383

Spartan Daily

WantEd
$SPERM DONORS NEEDED$ Up to $900/
month. Healthy Men, in college or w/college
degree, wanted for our anonymous sperm
donor program. Help people realize their
dreams of starting a family. Apply Online:
www.cryobankdonors.com
EGG DONORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
Seeking all ethnicities. $6000+. Attractive,
responsible, healthy applicants needed. For
more information contact either info@wcfed.
com or (408)528-9208

www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim
for products or services advertised
below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist
of paid advertising and offers are
not approved or verified by the
newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these
columns may refer the reader to
specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be
reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for goods or services.
In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering
employment listings or coupons for
discount vacations or merchandise.

Check It Out!
10% Discount for
SJSU Students

CLASSIfIED AD RATE INfORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up
to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior
to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIfIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00
$25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
fREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from
10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads
only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not
apply.
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Correction:

SPORTS

In Monday’s issue of the Spartan Daily, a photo cutline on page 1 misidentified
a football player. The cutline should have read: San Jose State University senior
wide receiver James Jones beats a defender to catch the ball during a 35-34 win
over Stanford on Saturday.
It is Spartan Daily policy to correct all errors of fact.

Behind the scenes from Dew Action Sports Tour SULLIVAN- Back from 2nd tour
By Kris Anderson

Daily Staff Writer

The Dew Action Sports
Tour rolled through San Jose
last weekend, taking over the
HP Pavilion for four days, seeing crowds increase in strength
and noise toward a climatic
skate vert final on Sunday.
Hometown heroes unfortunately couldn’t take home gold,
but both Chad Kagy of Gilroy
and Ryan Nyquist of Los Gatos
earned top-three finishes, keeping them close in the overall
points race going into the tour’s
final stop in Orlando, Fla.
Skateboard legend and San
Jose native Steve Caballero
rolled into the skate park competition as a wild card Friday,
showing the young guns his
ageless prowess.
“I was stoked to be out there
and skate with the young guys,
being inspired by them, and
just being out there to show the
kids that I’m still skating,” Caballero said.
The competitors respected
Caballero’s attendance at the
event, and some, like vert rider
Anthony Furlong, went out of
their way to show him respect
by shaking his hand.
“A lot of people think that
I’ve retired, but I’m still out
there shooting photos, shooting videos,” Caballero said.
“I’m showing what skateboarding is all about, and it’s all about
the progression of the sport on
your own level.”
Caballero skated the San Jose
course with 16-year-old phenom Ryan Sheckler, who took
home the gold in the event.
“I can tell that there are go-

ing to be younger guys getting
into the sport. They’re getting
better and better at a younger
age,” Caballero said.
The tour kicked off with the
UCI BMX Supercross event on
Thursday night, beginning a
process of determining which
countries and which riders
would qualify for the sport’s inaugural run in the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.
Foreigner Michal Prokop of
Czech Republic won the event,
foreshadowing dominant performances from competitors hailing
from a variety of countries.
Australians took the BMX
Dirt course, finishing first
through sixth. Riders from Great
Britain had first- and third-place
finishes in the BMX vert.
Brazilians finished second
and third in skate vert. Venezualan Daniel Dhers placed
third in BMX Park.
Such results speak directly to
the growing international popularity of so-called action sports.
The competitors also have
dropped their rebel images, despite the overwhelming number
of tattoos, and hold a tight camaraderie with their tour-mates.
Simon Tabron, the BMX-er
who placed third in vert, threw
away his second run due to
mid-air indecision, choosing
instead to pull his bike to his
chest, wave his arms a bit and
shake his tail.
“I didn’t really have a plan,
and I descended into frost,” Tabron said. “And I started doing
the funny stuff because I knew
my friends on the top of the
ramp would be laughing.”
He also felt that his first-
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Bob Burnquist waves to the crowd Sunday at HP Pavilion after
competing in the skate vert finals of the Dew Action Sports Tour.
After breaking a toe Thursday and riding on it all weekend,
Burnquist placed third.

round score of 92.75 would
be more than sufficient to secure second place, but Kagy
popped in an identical score on
his second run, and because of
tie-breaking rules, knocked Tabron off into third.
“When Chad and I tied, I
knew exactly what I had done,”
Tabron said. “But, hey, Chad’s an
old friend of mine. Anytime you
get top-three, it’s a blessing.”
Jamie Bestwick, who won the
event, said afterward he planned
on watching the Dirt final, and
found himself cheering the double-tailwhips fellow riders pulled
over the 10-foot kickers.
Bestwick even wore a concerned look on his face after
watching Nyquist fall on his
torn ACL and need medical assistance.
Of all the events however, the
skate vert final on Sunday capped
the action in dramatic style.

The loudest crowd of the event
pushed skaters Bob Burnquist,
Sandro Dias and Bucky Lasek to
pull tricks from their bags they
normally keep tucked away.
Burnquist, who suffered
a broken left pinky toe in a
practice run Thursday night,
refused to leave the ramp until
landing a 900.
To the crowd’s chants of “Bob,
Bob, Bob,” he continually rolled
in from more than 20 feet, only
to fall again and again on the coping. In visible pain and frustration, he bowed to his vocal fans,
saying he would land the trick on
the tour’s stop in Orlando.
After the contest, between
being mobbed by teeny-boppers
and photographers, Lasek found
time to reflect on his first professional victory in San Jose.
“The water park contest was
my first pro contest win. I won
$500,” he said.
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Watching a Memorial Day parade in
the spring of 2002, Sullivan went down to
the Marine recruiter office and signed up.
“My cousin was in the march to Baghdad, my grandpa was in the Navy — I really wanted to carry out our family’s tradition,” Sullivan said.
Sullivan put his dream of playing college football on the side. With his hopes
of making the team dashed for the moment and his grades not where he wanted
them to be, he left and joined the Marines
in September 2002.
“I don’t think I could have done what he
did,” said SJSU safety Chris Vedder. “I thank
him for what he did for our country.”
After a year of training, Sullivan left for
Iraq for his first tour of duty.
He was stationed in the mortar section
in the Marines, a quick reaction force that’s
primary duty was to support the main battalion of about 1,000 Marines and react to
bombs placed on the roadway.
“The fear was the unknown,” Sullivan
said. “Complacency kills — you always
had to stay alert.”
The phrase “complacency kills” was
well known throughout the Marine ranks,
preached to everyone over and over. The
boredom of daylong watch duty would
lead Marines to take off their helmets,
and then get killed.
“The boredom was the worst part,”
Sullivan said. “It can drive you crazy, but
it also got some men killed.”
After a seven-month tour in Iraq, Sullivan returned home for a couple months before heading back for a second tour of duty.
After attending a three-month sniper
school in January 2005, Sullivan headed
back to Iraq for another eight-month tour
of duty.
In his third year of service, Sullivan was a
corporal in the marines who was the leader
of a four-man sniper unit that was placed in

the middle of the hornet’s nest in Fallujah.
“Every night it was like Star Wars in
the sky,” Sullivan said.
When asked if he worried about the
possibility that he wouldn’t come back,
an emotional Sullivan said, “I knew I had
my family, my friends, my church, lots of
people back home praying for me. That
got me through a lot of nights.”
Sullivan and his four-man sniper unit,
“Red Cell Four,” would be attached to a
battalion of Marines but be on its own
when assigned missions.
In heat that reached 136 degrees on
some days, the sniper unit would watch
and wait for enemies placing bombs on
roadsides or provide protect for the people in the city during the conflict.
Football was on his mind even during
the tough times of war.
“I always told people over there that I
was going to come back home and play
football,” Sullivan said. “There was no
doubt in my mind I’d be back playing.”
The experience was one that Sullivan is
glad is over, but he said he would do again
if he were back in the recruiters chair in
2002 all over again.
“I’m not the same person I was before,”
Sullivan said. “I’m a lot more mature, and
because of this, I get to tell this story to
people every day that I would have never
have met before if I didn’t join.”
School and football is all business to
Sullivan now, he said.
Sullivan is a walk-on defensive back for
the Spartans this year, and will most likely redshirt this season, leaving him three
years of eligibility left after this season.
“He’s come from a life and death situation every day,” said SJSU coach Dick
Tomey. “He walks around practice during
two-a-days and tells the guys this is nothing compared to over there.”
Saturday afternoon’s game against
Stanford was only the start to Sullivan’s
dream that he hoped would propel him
through the rest of his career.

